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1.
CD 1.5, April 1999

Consider an alternate index with 7 duplicate key values followed by 2 different key values. What happens if you:

1) position at the end of the file, and then

2) do three READ PREVIOUSs?  

I can see two possibilities:

1. The third READ PREVIOUS gives the last of the set of duplicates, and each subsequent READ PREVIOUS works through the file backwards (so that the entire file can be read by doing enough READ PREVIOUS statements)

2. The third READ PREVIOUS gives the FIRST of the set of duplicates.  (This seems wrong, and certainly not very useful.)

Unfortunately, the wording in the draft is vague, so this level of detail cannot be determined.  This should be clarified since it does impact the behaviour of programs.

